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	Abstract body:
	A climate information transition tool, the ThinkAboutIt and its resources, was tested and evaluated in two recent workshops. Farmers from south central Nebraska participated in the workshops. The specific decision is irrigation scheduling, how much and when, in the early growing season. A scenario is described for the field and crop condition, according to observations, and climate and weather predictions and information are given. Farmers are given the option to use or not to use several sources of weather information and predictions in making this irrigation decision. In the course of decision-making, farmers have access to “coaches” who can help with specific predictions or weather products and how they should be interpreted. Farmers also have access to “weather/climate consultants” to help in deciding how a specific climate prediction or product may be used in making this specific decision. These coaching and consulting materials are built-in resources and are provided to the users through the interface of ThinkAboutIt. In this interface, farmers also can learn how their peers have used the predictions or products in this decision. 

Outcomes of the workshops suggest changes in farmers’ perceptions and abilities in using climate and weather predictions and products if they are properly guided to know the specifics of the predictions and are shown their relevance to the decision. Details and implications of these results will be discussed in the presentation. 


