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	Abstract body:
	In April 2007, the State of Washington passed House Bill 1303 which mandated the preparation of a comprehensive statewide assessment of the impacts of climate change on the state over the next 50 years. The Climate Impacts Group (CIG) at the University of Washington has the lead for this effort, and is working with other state agencies and research organizations to prepare the most comprehensive assessment of climate change impacts on the state to date. CIG’s mandate is to produce a comprehensive assessment that will utilize the most recent available technology and to present it in a form that can be used by natural resource managers and the public alike. The assessment is focused on the impacts of climate change in eight sectors: public health, agriculture, the coastal zone, forest ecosystems, salmon, infrastructure, energy, and water supply and management. We discuss the integrated approach being used in the assessment, which is structured around scientific expertise within the CIG, as well as at Washington State University and Pacific Northwest National Laboratory. In addition to the eight sector groups, the team consists of a Climate Scenarios Working Group that serves all other sectors by providing projections of future regional climate downscaled to the state of Washington, and an Adaptation Group that will consider issues related to preparing for climate change. We discuss how projections for the 21st Century, based on simulations performed for the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), are used as a basis for other sectors to evaluate the impacts of climate change. We also discuss CIG’s cooperation with Preparation/Adaptation Working Groups (PAWGS) that were formed by the Governor’s Executive Order 07-02 which charges them with making recommendations on how Washington can prepare and adapt to the impacts of climate change. Both the internal CIG research and the PAWG process have resulted in identification of emerging stakeholder needs for climate predictions and information.


