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	Abstract body:
	The Oklahoma Climatological Survey (OCS), in its function as the state climate office, has been mandated by the Oklahoma legislature to provide climate information and expertise which could be of value to the public, as well as to state policy- and decision-makers. In accordance with that directive, OCS conducted a review of the most current assessments of climate change research to produce an official statement on climate change, and the possible impacts climate change could have on the state of Oklahoma. This document was intended to serve as a planning tool for state agencies and decision-makers, as well as a guide to help clarify the existing “state of the science” concerning global climate change for the citizens of Oklahoma. 

The formulation of the climate change statement, eventually released by OCS in late-summer 2007, encountered considerations not strictly limited to the science itself. In an effort to get the information contained within the statement accepted by the greatest possible audience, great care was taken to avoid alarmist jargon or politically-charged content. The science portion of the climate change statement therefore was built strictly on the broad consensus that exists within the scientific community regarding climate change. A section on recommendations was added to afford OCS an opportunity to give its thoughts to decision-makers about planning for not only the impacts of climate change, but the impacts of natural variability as well. 

The statement has been well-received by state decision-makers, and has afforded many opportunities for OCS to interact with other state entities concerning climate change and other matters. Partnerships have been forged with the Oklahoma Water Resources Board, the Oklahoma Association of Conservation Districts and the Oklahoma Conservation Commission, and the Oklahoma Department of Agriculture. Climatologists from OCS have been asked to speak to a broad range of functions and committees concerning climate change, from the Oklahoma Senate to church groups. 


