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	Abstract body:
	Up to this point, the Southeast Climate Consortium has concentrated on bringing information on climate variability and seasonal predictions to agriculture and other sectors in the Southeast United States. Recently, there has been a groundswell of interest by stakeholders in the subject of climate change and possible mitigation and adaptation strategies. Consequently, we feel the need to respond with educational materials on the subject of climate change that address the state of the science, historical perspective, scenarios and uncertainties for the future, and potential adaptation and mitigation strategies, all on the local or regional level.

The first step in preparing for a changing climate system is a thorough understanding of the past climate. A careful analysis of historical weather and ocean observations reveals useful information on the average state and variability along with changes on time scales from seasonal, to interannual (1-5 years), decadal, and even long-term trends. Much is known about the year-to-year variations as caused by the El Niño/La Niña cycle in the Pacific Ocean. There are also variations on time scales from 10-50 years, such as the known warm periods around 1950 and 2000 and the cold winters of the 1980’s. Warm season precipitation has dropped 10% to 15% in recent decades around central and south Florida, whether caused by land use changes or by circulation changes in the Atlantic Ocean. Many Florida weather stations also exhibit long term trends in temperature and rainfall, whether caused by a changing global climate or by local changes in land use and urbanization. 


