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	Abstract body:
	Concern about climate change is high among scientists, the public, and other key segments of society (e.g., farmers, health professionals, policy makers). Despite the concern, people’s behavior, business practices, and public policy have been slow to change. Diffusion of Innovation Theory helps explain why these behaviors, practices and policies have been slow to change, and what can be done about it. Our presentation focuses on harnessing the profound influence opinion leaders. The success or failure of new ideas, practices, products and services often hinges on the acceptance of, and subsequent promotion by, opinion leaders. We discuss (1) the basis for why and how opinion leaders are so influential; (2) the proven effectiveness of opinion leader strategies in other domains of society (e.g., AIDS prevention); (3) the potential to harness opinion leaders to promote climate change prevention and adaptation practices; and (4) research needed to effectively “scale-up” such interventions. 


