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	Abstract body:
	Like many agricultural areas throughout the West, the Yakima River basin has experienced an increasing demand for water for irrigation, environmental flows and hydropower production. Coupled with apparent shifts in hydrologic runoff timing and variations in water supply, these demands have resulted in a narrowing margin within which the Yakima basin’s multi-reservoir system must be managed. Because the region is vulnerable to variations in seasonal water supplies, it has the potential to utilize information on current and future hydroclimatic conditions to improve water management. The University of Washington is working directly with individual stakeholders and public agencies within the Yakima water-user community to understand current uses of medium- and long-lead climate forecast information and to identify decision-focused information needs. We draw on the Yakima basin case study to present concrete examples of both opportunities and information gaps in the development of decision-appropriate, accessible forecast information for water resources management.


