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Abstract Body:
Climate change has and will continue to cause substantial changes in temperature, precipitation and related variables (e.g., streamflow timing and volume) in the western U.S. and more specifically across the state of Washington.  The Climate Impacts Group at the University of Washington, in cooperation with Washington State University and Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, is performing a comprehensive assessment of the impacts of climate change on Washington State, which was mandated through State House Bill 1303.  The assessment utilizes an integrated approach to evaluate the impacts of climate change in relation to public health, agriculture, the coastal zone, forest ecosystems, salmon, infrastructure, energy, and water supply and management.  In addition to the eight sector groups, the team includes a Climate Scenarios Working Group that serves all other sectors by providing projections of future regional climate downscaled to the state of Washington.  The Scenarios Working Group bases its projections on results from simulations performed for the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).  We present our projections of the range of 21st Century climate over the state of Washington and the Pacific Northwest, along with our estimates of the range of sea level rise that can be expected by Washington’s coastal areas over the next century.  We also report findings to date of each of the sector groups, and identify data gaps and needs for future research.
