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Ten Years After…  User-centricity in a messy situation

Just about ten years ago, the "Exploratory Assessment of Potential for Improved Water Management through Increased Use of Climate Information in Three Western States and Selected Tribes" began inquiries in a project that asked a diverse set of potential climate prediction applications users about (1) what weather and climate information sources were being used; (2) what weather and climate information was wanted; and (3) when the information would be most useful.  The results from question 1 were presented previously to NOAA and various meetings, including CPASW 4, with a table and later analysis of what sources were used and comment on marketing climate information.  The results from questions 2 and 3 were presented to NOAA and various meetings, including AMS 2002, 2004, several CPASW meetings, and others.  The "shopping lists" included items of widely variable difficulty and some have been provided, and some not.  The "decision calendar" as way to compile information about what the users are doing and when they can best use information is apparently spreading, as it is basic in many user-driven approaches.  But, the most difficult and far-reaching applications have been tangled in a web of issues surrounding institutional change, and the largest lesson from our community as whole  that seeking such changes may be much more challenging than describing their potential  has not been learned in the on-going case of Colorado water management.  The presentation will review highlights and lowlights of the case with added information about on-going policy processes which may eventually prevail, and research on potential problems.  The focus in the last CPASW presentation was on very long-term issues and how climate prediction applications may relate to resource management rationalization; this one will focus on near-term problems in working with the grass roots and the grass growers, considering political economy perspectives on the problem of participation versus procrastination in policy change.

